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Nation on Earth. The Constitution pro-
tects our democracy and our individual
liberties that define the American way
of life that we are all blessed to enjoy.

I have spent most of my life defend-
ing what the Constitution stands for, 29
years in the United States Air Force
and now in the United States Congress.
I consider this to be an honor and a
privilege.

We can all do our part to defend
America’s freedom by understanding
and remembering our Constitution’s
significance. That is why today, on na-
tional Constitution Day, I encourage
all Americans to join me in reflecting
on the history and the meaning of this
important document. We must never
take our freedom for granted.

————
ONE NEWARK PLAN

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because I am concerned about
the Newark Public Schools’ One New-
ark plan which picks winners and los-
ers among schools and students.

Earlier this year, I sent a letter to
the superintendent of Newark Public
Schools, Cami Anderson. I am deeply
troubled by its actions which ignore ef-
forts to strengthen traditional public
schools; further, I question whether the
One Newark plan will truly help realize
this vision for all students in the New-
ark public school system, especially
children with disabilities.

Mr. Speaker, I sent this letter in Feb-
ruary. More than 5 months later, I have
yet to receive a single response. The
people I represent are very upset over
the lack of answers and the complete
disregard for their concerns, and they
have a right to be upset.

The opening of the schools in the
Newark public school system this year
was a debacle. There have been pro-
tests, and there will continue to be
until the voices of the people are heard.

We are talking about the future of
Newark, the future of our district, the
future of our State, and the children
that we love.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE LAND AND
WATER CONSERVATION FUND

(Mr. GIBSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund. This landmark legisla-
tion was initially passed in 1964, per-
manently paving the way for the pro-
tection and growth of our Nation’s nat-
ural resources.

Mr. Speaker, New York’s 19th Con-
gressional District is home to some of
the most amazing scenery in the Na-
tion. Constituents in our district can
walk and bike in the Hudson and Mo-
hawk Valleys; they can hike through
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the Catskill Mountains and paddle
along the streams that feed into the
Hudson River.

I’'m proud to say my constituents
know how important it is to preserve
and protect our land. The Land and
Water Conservation Fund has been a
tremendous success for New York
State.

It has been estimated that outdoor
recreational activity supports over
300,000 jobs for New York and that over
4 million New Yorkers participate in
hunting, fishing, and viewing wildlife
each year.

Additionally, my district benefits
from the Forest Legacy Program fund-
ed under the LWCF. This program
helps States preserve and maintain
their forest land.

Mr. Speaker, next year, we will have
the opportunity to reauthorize LWCF.
I would encourage all my colleagues in
the House and Senate to reflect on the
legislation’s success, recognize our Na-
tion’s legacy of historic beauty, and to
support the reauthorization next year.

——
CLEAN AND RENEWABLE ENERGY

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight the importance of
clean energy sources and the leading
role America is poised to play in this
field.

Earlier this summer, the company
SolarCity announced its intention to
open one of the largest solar produc-
tion plants in the world in Buffalo,
New York. This display of renewable
energy would be a tremendous addition
to the western New York community
through the creation of over 1,000 jobs;
however, the continued growth in re-
newable energy is dependent on Con-
gress enacting the right policies.

This is why we must extend the solar
investment tax credits which are due
to expire at the end of 2016. We also
need to ensure that consumers selling
energy back to the grid are able to do
so at predictable and fair prices.

That is why today I have sent a let-
ter to the Secretary of Energy urging
his office to formulate best practices
for net metering. This allows those
who generate their own electricity
from solar power to feed what they do
not use back to the grid.

Just as the Buffalo Niagara region
was an early adopter of
hydroelectricity, we intend to be a
leader in clean energy technologies
like solar power as well.

————

COMMEMORATING THE 225TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE U.S. MAR-
SHALS SERVICE

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, since the
U.S. Marshals Service was founded on
September 24 of 1789, U.S. marshals
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have served this country with dedica-
tion and distinction, upholding its
creed of ‘‘Justice, Integrity, Service.” 1
rise today to commemorate the serv-
ice’s 226th anniversary.

The U.S. Marshals Service will cele-
brate its birthday next week in my dis-
trict by breaking ground on the U.S.
Marshals Museum in Fort Smith, Ar-
kansas. The museum will be funded in
part by the sale of coins commemo-
rating the 225th anniversary of the
Marshals Service.

The museum’s 20,000 square feet will
highlight pivotal moments in our old-
est Federal law enforcement agency’s
history and pay proper tribute to the
heroism the marshals have shown over
the past 225 years.

I speak for all of my constituents in
the Third District of Arkansas and my
fellow Arkansans when I say we are
humbled to have the U.S. Marshals Mu-
seum make Fort Smith its home and
honored to play a prominent role in the
next 225 years of the U.S. marshals his-
tory.

Happy birthday, U.S. marshals.

PROTECTING OUR HOMELAND AND
OUR HOMELIFE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to acknowledge the value of our
Constitution. I just left the Homeland
Security hearing on the horror of ISIL
and held up the Constitution to say
that we will not allow terrorists to un-
dermine our values, and I am grateful
that we live under the Constitution
that we do.

With that in mind, I encourage my
colleagues to join me on H.R. 5488, a
bill that I have introduced that would
call for the reviewing and looking at
the watch list to make sure that no
foreign fighters are left off of that list
and that there is a no fly for foreign
fighters, again, reminding us of the
processes which we use, and I hope that
there will be those who will do so.

I also want to acknowledge the fact
that we are facing economic growth,
but we are also experiencing problems.
All T hear from the NFL are the expres-
sion of problems. I sent a letter to Di-
rector Goodell of the NFL, the commis-
sioner, to say, ‘‘Put your resources
where your complaints are.”

There are so many groups that are
dealing with violence against women
and abuse of children that we need to
provide the NFL the resources to all of
those groups. We need the NFL wives
to be engaged. Stop talking, and let’s
do something.

This is disgraceful, but there is an
epidemic of domestic violence, and the
NFL can stand up and announce a
major funding—as my colleague in the
Senate has indicated—to be able to 1lift
all of these groups that struggle every
day to reach these women.

I would also add to them, put a cam-
paign: see something, say something on
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